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course, admitted that Germany had precipitated the war.
I think that he was rather proud of the whole performance,
proud that Germany had gone about the matter in so
methodical and far-seeing a way, and especially proud that-
he himself had been invited to participate in so epoch
making a gathering. I have often wondered why he re-
vealed to me so momentous a secret, and I think that per-
haps the real reason was his excessive vanity—his desire
to show me how close he stood to the inner counsels of his
emperor and the part that he had played in bringing on
this conflict. Whatever the motive, this indiscretion cer-
tainly had the effect of showing me who were really the
guilty parties in this monstrous crime. The several blue,
red, and yellow books which flooded Europe during the
few months following the outbreak, and the hundreds of
documents which were issued by German propagandists
attempting to establish Germany's innocence, have never
made the slightest impression on me. For my conclusions
as to the responsibility are not based on suspicions or belief
or the study of circumstantial data. I do not have to
reason or argue about the matter. I know. The conspiracy
that has caused this greatest of human tragedies was hatched
by the Kaiser and his imperial crew at this Potsdam con-
ference of July 5, 1914. One of the chief participants,
flushed with his triumph at the apparent success of the
plot, told me the details with his own mouth. Whenever
I hear people arguing about the responsibility for this war
or read the clumsy and lying excuses put forth by Ger-
many, I simply recall the burly figure of Wangenheim as he
appeared that August afternoon, puffing away at a huge
black cigar, and giving me his account of this historic
meeting. Why waste any time discussing the matter after
that?
Why discuss the matter any further? Because the
contemporary documents now available prove conclusively
that there is hardly a word of truth in this whole narrative,
either as to (1) the persons present, (2) the Kaiser's atti-

